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Effort launched in memory of 
Ray Jones, animal control officer

TIVERTON —Sentiment seems to be 
growing in town for creating a dog park 
and naming it in memory of Ray Jones, 
who died April 5 at age 74 and who 
served for 30 years as animal control 
officer with the Tiverton Police Depart-
ment.

"We need some positives in the town," 
said David Paull one of the organizers of 
the proposed dog park. "It would be a 
fitting tribute to Ray. This is something 
people have been talking about for years. 
It's a positive thing. A dog is a person's 
companion, and this will bring people 
out where they can meet other people 
and socialize. I know people now who go 
to Portsmouth's dog park."

Mike Gorman is another one of the 
organizers, along with his wife Brenda. 
"It seems like surrounding communities 
have dog parks," he said, and there’s a 
need for one in Tiverton.

The idea has been around for a long 
time, he said, but Ray's passing put the 
idea back in the forefont. 

"The response has been overwhelm-
ing. We've had over 300 responses," Mr. 
Gorman said. A social media site men-
tioning the dog park idea has over 368 
likes and 148 comments, at last count 
over the weekend. "Twelve people have 

Dog park 
organizers 
mobilize

See PARK Page 2

Raymond Jones

Solar site: A closer look

BY  TO M  K I L L I N  DA LG L IS H
tdalglish@eastbaymediagroup.com

TIVERTON — For about an hour last 
Saturday morning, under umbrellas in 
the drenching rain, members of the 
Tiverton planning board toured the rural 
site of what could become, if approved, 
the largest solar power installation in 
Tiverton.

The site tour took place in the shadow 
of an ambiguous April 1 communication 
between National Grid and the develop-
er (and its lawyers) confirming that 
National Grid would not commit to any 
interconnection between the developer 
of the Brayton Road site and the grid (see 
below).  

The site lies in an area zoned R-80 to 
the east of Brayton Road, from which the 
site is accessed, about 0.8 miles south of 
Bulgarmarsh Road. To the northeast as 
the crow flies is Sandywoods Farm.

National Grid non-committal regarding capacity 

Forester Marc Tremblay (left), talks with Marianne Diffin of DePrete Engineering as the group walks past stone walls that run through 
the site and near the location of an underground gas pipeline.

Brandon Fanuef, a wildlife biologist, ventures into a vernal pool (just south and outside the 
boundary of the proposed solar display site) to show the group spotted salamander eggs 
caught in a trap (yellow). The salamanders may be a species of concern.

See SOLAR Page 4

Newport Car Museum 
‘Car person’ or not, this museum  
is a must-see
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already volunteered to help with 
a committee. And there's an 
e-mail address: rfjonesmemori-
aldogpark@gmail.com." 

On social media, a land sur-
veyor has volunteered his ser-
vices, another offered adminis-
trative services, another has 
offered to help with grant writ-
ing.

"People think it's a wonderful 
tribute to Ray Jones. People 
knew him and loved him," he 
said. "What better way to honor 
him?"

The organizers are planning 
soon to approach the town 
council with the idea of naming 
the park in Ray Jones' honor, 
finding an appropriate site (one 
mentioned is within the indus-
trial park, another is near the 
library), and to set up a restrict-
ed town account to receive and 
hold contributed funds for the 
park's purpose, and to consider 
the town's involvement (e.g. 

maintenance, installation of 
fencing). 

There are other issues as well: 
amenities like benches, mainte-
nance and fencing, gates, trash, 
parking, a small-dog or puppy 
area, and so forth.

"I'd love to see it by the sum-
mer, If the town doesn't give us 
a hard time, " Mr. Paull said. 
"We can get vendors to step up. 
The more support there is for it, 
the easier the process should 
be."

Mr. Paull is a dog owner. "I 
have a lab-coonhound mix. He's 
an interesting dog. His name is 
'Timber,’” he said.

Ray Jones was the father of 
current Tiverton Police Chief 
Patrick W. Jones. "My father 
would be delighted and hon-
ored, and the family would be 
happy knowing there's a place 
in town where people can let 
their dogs run free and socialize 
with other canine town resi-
dents," the chief said.
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 COVENTRY
821 Tiogue Avenue, 
Coventry, RI 02816
401-826-0050 | 401-826-0051

TOM’S MARKET
 Fresh. Local. Exceptional.Exceptional

tomsmarket.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, 

Sun. 8am-6pm

z

A Real Treat!
Grilled Red Peppers .$499

lb.

Healthy
Zucchini 
Latkes ......................2/$5
Delicious
Roasted 
Asparagus .............. $699

lb.

For Your Holiday Table!
Sautéed  
Pierogi & Onions ... 6/$599

Death by Butter
Garlic 
Smashed Potatoes . $499

lb..

Delicious 
Chicken Piccata
with Capers ........... $699

lb.

Quick and Easy 
Sautéed Rabe
Aglio e Olio ........... $799

lb.

Tom’s
Roasted  
Brussel  Sprouts .....$599

lb.

Award Winning

Dill & Chive 
Potato Salad ............$399

lb.

Tom’s Famous
Risotto Cakes .............2/$5

8 oz. 
Philadelphia

Cream Cheese Bars

3/$5

DAIRY/FROZENDELI SPECIALTY DEPT. SEAFOOD

PRODUCE

Tom’s Famous
Wood Grilled Steak Tips$1099

lb.

Margherita, Thin Sliced
Prosciutto ............... $995

lb.

Kretschmar 
Bacon Crusted
Turkey .....................$699

lb.

Boar’s Head
Picante 
Provolone Cheese . $599

lb.

Deutschmacher
Beef Bologna ........ $599

lb.

Citterio, Hot or Sweet
Capicola ................ $599

lb.

Citterio
Rosemary Ham ......$699

lb.

Citterio
Genoa Salami
or Mortadella

$4.99lb.

Farmland 
Cooked Ham
$1.99lb.

Sliced
American Cheese….....$199

lb.

48 oz.
Turkey Hill Ice Cream.............…$299

BAKERY

Muffi n of the Week!
4 Pack
Banana Nut............. $399

pk.
Delicious
Assorted
Bar Cakes .................$299

ea.

Tom’s Famous

Rice
Pie....$699

ea.

Fresh Baked
Baguette

$1.99ea.

SPECIALTY FISHDELIDAIRY / FROZEN

Tom’s Famous
Market Made

Sausage
$3.99lb .

Fresh Throughout the Day!
Ground Chuck

$2.99lb . 

12 oz.
Heinz Jar Gravy ........4/$5
Campbell’s, 10.5 oz.
Cream of  Chicken
or Mushroom Soup10/$10
20 oz.
Dole Pineapple ...........2/$3
5 lb. Bag
Gold Medal Flour .....2/$5
All Varieties
Pillsbury
Quick Breads ............. $179

4 lb. Bag
Domino’s Sugar .......... 2/$4

32 oz.
College Inn Broths
Excludes Organics & Bone ..2/$5
12 oz. 
Heinz Chili or
Cocktail Sauce ..........2/$4
64 oz. 
Ocean Spray
Cocktail Drinks .........2/$5
16 oz.
Newman’s Own 
Salsa ........................2/$5

All Varieties
McCormick
Gravy Mixes….....10/$10

GROCERY

Tropicana, 52 oz.
All Varieties
Orange Juice ...........2/$7
Kraft, 7-8 oz. 
Shredded Cheese ...2/$6
Land O Lakes
Butter Quarters .........$299

Hood, 12-16 oz.
Sour Cream .............2/$3
Hood, 16 oz.
Heavy Cream ............ $299

Hood, 32 oz.
Light Cream ..............$339

Pillsbury
Grands Biscuits .......3/$5
6.5 oz.
Reddi Wip ................2/$5
Pepperidge Farm
Garlic Bread .............2/$5

NEW!

32 oz.
Gifford’s 

Ice Cream Quarts
$3.99

7.6 oz.
Yancy’s 

Cheese Wedges
$3.99ea.

8 oz. 
Maple Grove
Salad Dressings ......... $229

12 oz. 
CB Cocktail or 
Shrimp Sauce ........... $199

7 oz.
Stacy’s
Pita Chips..2/$5

Keebler 
Townhouse or
Club Crackers

2/$4
2 Liter

Coke

5/$5

PREPARED

Turkey Hill Ice Cream.............…WOW! 

MEAT

Pillsbury
Pie Crust

2/$5

Tender and Thin
Asparagus

$1.99lb.

An Easter Favorite!
Fresh Southern
Sweet Potatoes or Yams 99¢

lb.

Mix ‘N Match, 6 oz. Pkg.
Raspberries or 
Blackberries ............. $299

Fresh Express, 11 oz. Bag
Green & Crisp
Salad Mix ........... 2 bags/

$5
Bursting with Flavor!
Sweet, Crunchy, Pint Cont.
Grape Tomatoes .....$199

pt.

5 lb. Bag
Russet
Baking Potatoes ... $249

bag

Sweet, Jumbo
Cantaloupes .......... $299

ea.

Great for Dippin’, 1 lb. Bag
Peeled 
Baby Carrots ....... 2 bags/

$3
Fresh, Snipped, 
12 oz. Bag
Green Beans ....... 2 bags/

$5
12 oz. Bottles
Marie’s
Salad Dressings ........ $399

5 oz. Bag
Fresh Gourmet
Croutons .............. $199

bag

Prefect for Your Easter Ham!
Sweet as Sugar

Golden Ripe
Pineapples
$2.49ea.

Make a Casserole! 
Fresh, Healthy
Broccoli Crowns....$1.99lb.

$1.99
WOW!

Now Taking Orders for Your
HOLIDAY HAM, 

CROWN ROAST,
VEAL AND LAMB!

We accept manufacturer’s coupons!  Prices in effect April 17th-April 23rd *Not Responsible for Typographic Errors. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

2/WOW!

Great for a Salad or Stuffi ng!
Imitation 
Crab .........................$159

lb.

Sweet & Succulent
Fillet of Sole ............. $799

lb.

Fresh
Minced Clams

$4.99lb.

Tom’s Famous

Stuffed 
Scrod ...............$699

lb. ...............WOW!699
WOW!

American Cheese….....
WOW! 

16 oz., 85% Lean
Shadybrook 
Ground Turkey ......$299

pkg.

14 oz.
Hillshire Farms
Kielbasa .............. $299

pkg.

Thick & Meaty
Country Style Ribs . $199

lb.

USDA Choice, Boneless
Rib-Eye Steak ...... $1299

lb.

US #1
Hatfi eld Bacon ...... $399

lb.

USDA Choice 
Cube Steak ............ $459

lb.

Tom’s Famous
Center Cut
Pork Chops ............ $199

lb.

Al Fresco, 7.5 oz.
All Natural
Breakfast Sausage .... $299

USDA, Grade A, 
Quick & Easy
Chicken Stir Fry ..... $399

lb.

Tom’s Family Pack
Assorted 
Pork Chops ............ $179

lb.

$WOW! 

Delicious 
BBQ 

Burnt Rib Ends
$4.99lb .

Grilled 
Sundried Tomato

Chicken Breast
$4.99lb .

WOW! 

Rosemary Ham ...... 6 lb.

99
lb.

CB Cocktail or 
Shrimp Sauce

We accept manufacturer’s coupons!  Prices in effect April 17th-April 23rd 

Farmland 

WOW! 

Citterio

DAIRY / FROZENDAIRY / FROZEN

Fresh Throughout the Day!
Ground Chuck

MEATMEAT

Fresh Throughout the Day!
WOW! Tom’s Famous

MEATMEAT

ea.

Citterio
Genoa Salami

DELIDELI

Citterio

PREPAREDPREPARED

Prefect for Your Easter Ham!

WARREN
137 Child St. Warren, RI 
401-289-2852
Mon-Sat 8-8 • Sun 8-7

TIVERTON
492 Main Rd. Tiverton, RI

401-816-0862
Mon-Sat 8-8 • Sun 8-7tomsmarket.com

 

Featuring:
 Traditional  

 Turkey Dinner

 Baked Virginia 
 Ham Dinner

Warwick
467-5700

E. Providence
438-5700

N. Kingstown
294-5700

Providence
831-5700

Hop to it!  
Order  your  

Easter Desserts  
in-store, online  

or by phone.

Join us on Easter.
Large party reservations being accepted.  

Open 11:00am to 9:00pm.

www.greggsusa.com

PARK: Dog park gains momentum
From Page 1

A few dog park organizers gather with their dogs last weekend. (From 
left) Barbara Pelletier, Brenda and Michael Gorman.

Photos
of events, people, etc.
available for purchase  

eastbayri.com
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Aaron DeRego moves from 
Westport’s Back Eddy to Tiverton

BY  B RUC E  BU R D E T T
bburdett@eastbaymediagroup.com

TIVERTON — There would be no eas-
ing into Aaron DeRego’s next step in the 
restaurant business.

The former chef/co-owner of West-
port’s well-known Back Eddy restaurant 
had hoped to buy the nearby Red Dory 
in Tiverton for awhile — it’s just that 
when it finally came to pass, “it all hap-
pened at once.

“We closed on a Tuesday and we 
opened on Wednesday. Just like that,” 
Mr. DeRego said.

The “we” is Mr. DeRego and The Red 
Dory’s founder and former chef/owner 
Steve Johnson.

Mr. DeRego is grateful to Mr. Johnson 
for help with the process and the tim-
ing.

They might have closed earlier but a 
mid- to late winter start, right in the 
midst of the restaurant doldrums, would 
not have been the best, he said.

“Instead it’s spring, people are getting 
out and things are picking up” for res-
taurants … He (Mr. Johnson) put so 
much into The Red Dory and he wanted 
to see it — me — do well. This place is 
very near and dear to him and he has 
been nothing but supportive.”

And so far, it’s been working, he said 
last week with a few days under his belt. 
Some of the regulars have made a point 
of stopping in at the 1848 Main Road 
restaurant for a meal and to wish him 
well.

Mr. Johnson, an acclaimed James 
Beard-nominated chef who had cooked 
at Boston restaurants The Blue Room 
and Rendezvous, took over the former 
Stone Bridge Restaurant by the water in 
Tiverton back in 2014.

He gave it a new name, “The Red 
Dory” (there’s a pretty picture of one out 
on the sign), and an all new menu and 
decor.

Mr. DeRego got his start in restaurants 
working at his father’s Chipp’s restau-
rant in New Bedford. He  moved to The 
Back Eddy back when it was owned by 
chef Chris Schlesinger and later became 
chef there and co/owner with Sal Liotta.

But late last year, shortly before the 
Back Eddy’s annual New Year’s plunge 
off the dock into the bracing Westport 
River, he made it known that he planned 
to move on.

“It was a good go for 20 years but the 
time had come.” With children in school, 
it made sense to move to “an amazing 
restaurant right down the street from 
home.” He had a dream opportunity, he 
said at the time, though he didn’t want 

to reveal the restaurant and jinx it all.
Mr. DeRego, who lives close by The 

Red Dory, has been a fan and a regular 
there almost since opening day back in 
2014.

“He (Steve) runs a restaurant, cooks in 
ways that I admire and it’s a tradition I 
am looking to continue.” To that end he 
intends few immediate changes to a 
coastal/Mediterranean menu that has 
built a loyal following. “I’m not going to 
change The Red Dory to The Back Eddy.”

He already knows better, he said, than 
to tamper with some of the favorites — 
he mentioned, for instance, the corn-
meal-crusted fried oysters, the meat-
balls, the Pasta Bucatini and the lemon 
buttermilk pudding.

Like Mr. Johnson, he will stress the 
use of local vendors for seafood, pro-
duce and meat, something that makes 
sense given the abundance of such 
offerings close at hand.

He does plan to expand the wine and 
cocktail list under the guidance of Jared 
Marcus, a holdover who will manage the 
front end and beverage side of things.

And he said he’s also helped mightily 
by the presence of other Red Dory veter-

ans, among them sous chef Nick Web-
ster and Donna Macomber, “the heart 
and soul of the place.”

“My wife tells me I’m the only ‘new 
guy’ here,” Mr. DeRego said.

The first week — “It’s been hectic, all 
out, but exciting. Just jump in and get 
going — the best way.”

Red Dory welcomes spring, new owner

Aaron DeRego sits inside The Red Dory restaurant in Tiverton’s Stone Bridge neighborhood. He is taking over from Steve Johnson as chef 
and owner.

The Red Dory, 1848 Main Road, Tiverton.
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It consists of 61.2 acres proposed to be 
covered by solar panels, as part of a total 
site that's 101.7 acres in size, and it's 
located in an R-80 zone at roughly 390, 
394, and 446 Brayton Road.

But progress in solar energy may come 
at a price.

"This has been a working farm since 
the revolution," said Susan Anderson, 
one of those on the tour. Ms. Anderson is  
chairperson of the town's Historical Pres-
ervation Advisory Board.

Others along for the inspection includ-
ed a forester, a wildlife biologist, an envi-
ronmental consultant, and an engineer. 

The planning board is working its way 
through a slew of solar project applica-
tions, and the site visit Saturday was just 
one of many to come. "We have had a 
barrage of solar applications that have 
come in," Rosemary Eva said late last fall. 
Ms. Eva is a long-time planning board 
member and its one-time chairperson.

On Saturday, those on the tour walked 
from a starting point along Brayton Road 
near Furey Avenue eastward, into the site 
along a old cart path bordered by a stone 
wall. 

They saw rough uneven terrain, some 
open, some tufted with saplings and 
brush, copses of trees, some of them 
large, stands of woods (inhabited by owls, 
the visitors were told), scattered  boul-
ders, with areas of open field. 

At one point they saw an old historic 
cemetery (Cemetery #36).

The wildlife biologist showed the visi-
tors a vernal pool — just outside the 
boundaries of the proposed solar instal-
lation — where marbled and spotted sal-
amanders might be found, and waded 
into the pool to show the visitors sala-
mander eggs.

National Grid capacity
Last fall a major issue surfaced during 

discussion of the Brayton Road proposal: 
the capacity of National Grid to absorb, 
accept, and transmit the energy generat-
ed by the Brayton solar proposal. 

It was thought then — then-chairman 
Stuart Hardy stated at a meeting — that 

National Grid had only a limited capacity 
to accept energy generated by solar pro-
posals, beyond which energy generated 
might not be able to be transmitted from 
the solar installation to the grid. 

"I'm asking you to get a letter from 
National Grid," Mr. Hardy then told the 
applicant, "that gives us some idea of 
how your project will impact other solar 
projects after yours." 

Mr. Hardy gave as an example a farmer, 
who might want to install a solar array on 
his farm, and might want to know how 
likely it will be that he can sell his solar 
energy to the grid.

Another example Mr.Hardy gave back 
then was the idea that the "Town of Tiver-
ton wants to make sure the landfill could 
be accessible for a solar array and be 
within the capacity of National Grid, so 
let us know how much capacity will be 
left," Mr. Hardy said.

"At what point will National Grid say it 
has no more capacity," Mr. Hardy said. "I 

really think the town needs to know," and 
"I'm asking for a letter from National 
Grid" that answers this concern.

The applicant's lawyer, ManciniCarter, 
answered by letter dated April 2. 

"The Applicant has made multiple 
attempts to elicit a responsive communi-
cation directly from National Grid," the 
law firm wrote. "To date, National Grid 
has supplied feedback indicating that the 
request is not one to which the utility 
normally responds." 

The law firm then referred to an attach-
ment consisting of extracts from e-mail 
exchanges, and memos of phone conver-
sations, between the law firm, the devel-
oper, and National Grid.

In one such memo, the developer writes 
(on April 1, 2019) the following to Nation-
al Grid representatives: 

"After our phone call this morning, I 
am just confirming that National Grid 
will not take a position nor provide a let-
ter regarding Tiverton interconnections. 

If the Town of Tiverton would like to 
understand more or get confirmation 
from National Grid, they should reach 
out to Jacques Alfonso who is the repre-
sentative for National Grid for concerns 
in the Town of Tiverton. National Grid 
will inform the Town that there is a pro-
cess that must be followed for an inter-
connection customer on solar, including 
the complete study following the tariff 
before they receive an ISA from National 
Grid." 

Miscellaneous issues
n Working farms present a special chal-

lenge to solar projects. It is unclear 
whether, after the solar facility life-expec-
tancy of 25-30 years, the land could ever 
regain its former agricultural status. 

n "This is a very attractive area of Tiver-
ton, and we want to keep the iconic area 
intact," Mr. Hardy, former chairman of 
the planning board said last fall.

"This is an area the Nature Conservan-
cy is very interested in, and this project 
looks very benign. But we're not there 
yet," said John Berg, a spokesman for The 
Nature Conservancy when the area was 
under discussion at a planning board 
meeting.

n Matters of concern include an area 
designated "open space" within the pro-
spective boundaries of the solar field. 
They include preservation of the stone 
walls and cart path. 

n Also of concern is the impact of the 
proposed installation on Basket Swamp, 
that lies within the site. Last fall the appli-
cant had been asked to secure a letter 
from the Department of Environmental 
Management (DEM) addressing the con-
cern, and the possible impact on well 
head issues. It's unclear from planning 
officials whether that concern has been 
addressed.

n Unclear also is the amount of woods 
and trees that would have to be cleared, 
and the boulders that would have to be 
moved, to make way for the solar installa-
tion. "Cutting down 101 acres of woods is 
a horrible loss of habitat," Ms. Anderson 
said, but the area to be cut down is not 
yet certain.

Where Elegance is Affordable

WWW.TWINRIVERTIVERTON.COM

777 TIVERTON CASINO BLVD.  
TIVERTON, RI 02878-2497

1,000 SLOTS 

32 TABLE GAMES

6 RESTAURANTS 

BOUTIQUE HOTEL 

SPORTSBOOK 

ENTERTAINMENT

Lunches starting under $10 and twenty dinners under $20.
Home-style scratch cooking locally sourced and made fresh daily.  

For reservations, call 401.816.6165

SOLAR: Planners tour site of proposed solar facility
From Page 1

Forester Marc Tremblay points out an area on the map as Susan Anderson (left), and 
Susan Gill, Planning Board chairwoman (in back) look on.


