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Tiger shenanigans

Tiverton High School students dressed
as characters Tuesday as part of Spirit
Week activities leading up to Homecom-
ing. Above, sophomore Jarred Rogers,
dressed as a bright yellow bee, gets
some grief from friends during lunch.
RIGHT: Chandni Patel (left) as Super-
man, Brenna Vieira as the Pope, and
Fred Bebe dressed as his sister Danica
Bebe (standing right), the school's
senior class president, stand next to the
Future Business Leaders table. Culmi-
nating the week will be the Homecom-
ing football game Friday evening at 7.
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Planners call
for repeal of
solar ordinance

Pending repeal, solar
developers crowd starting line

BY TOM KILLIN DALGLISH
tdalglish@eastbaynewspapers.com

TIVERTON — The planning board last
Tuesday. October 9, recommended that
the town council repeal a solar ordinance
the council had unanimously adopted on
March 12, 2018, and that went into effect
on that date (as Zoning Article XXIV Solar
Photovoltaic System Development).

The repeal was recommended in order
to allow time for the council, and planning
and other town officials, time to amend
the zoning ordinance in such a way as to
address an influx of large-scale solar proj-
ects and solar building permits filed in
recent months.

"We now have four major solar
proposals banging on our door ...

I'm feeling a little overwhelmed.”

PLANNING BOARD CHAIRMAN
STUART HARDY

"We now have four major solar propos-
als banging on our door," said Planning
Board Chairman Stuart Hardy at the meet-
ing. "I'm feeling a little overwhelmed."

Even with a repeal agreed upon, it will
take time to accomplish the repeal, con-
sidering notice requirements for public
hearings, an intervening election of new
council members and their swearing it,
and so on. Until the existing ordinance is
actually repealed and a new ordinance is
adopted in its place, it is possible that con-
sideration of solar development proposals
proceed under the existing ordinance.

In calling for a repeal, the planning
board's recommendation, made known at
Tuesday's special meeting of the planning
board, appeared to go further than the
council had requested at its meeting on
September 24.

Instead of recommending a temporary
moratorium on solar development in
Tiverton, which is what the council
appeared to originally have asked for from
the planning board — a temporary mora-
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torium recommendation along with its
suggestions for revisions to the solar ordi-
nance — the planning board simply told
the council that a moratorium would be
unlawful — that it couldn't be done.

"A moratorium would make a lot more
sense but we just can't do it,"Mr. Hardy
said.

The planning board made its repeal rec-
ommendation based on a opinion from
the town solicitor issued September 25, the
day after the council had made its request
(September 24) to the planning board for
its recommendations about revisions.

And the solicitor's opinion about the
invalidity of any possible moratorium was
issued before the planning board posted
an announcement of its special meeting
October 9 to consider a moratorium and
recommendations.

As the letter from Planning Board Chair-
man Hardy to the Town Council, dated
October 10 (the day after the planning
board's special meeting) put it:

"... the Town cannot legally legally enact
an interim moratorium. However, the
Town Council can repeal the current Ordi-
nance through the zoning amendment
process provided the Planning Board
makes a recommendation to that effect,
thre weeks of public notice is given and a
Town Council Public hearing is sched-
uled.”

The planning board made findings of
fact upon which it says it based its actions.
They included:

B That "the Rhode Island Office of Ener-
gy Resources is very near adoption of a

WARREN
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An estimated 101.7 acres (over two lots) in the area of 350 -394 Brayton Road is proposed
to host ground-mounted solar panels. The areas is zoned R-80 and is just north of the area
that had been previously proposed for a motocross track.

model municipal solar energy ordinance
that provides Rhode Island communities
with policy guidance and should help us
develop possible improvements;"

B That "much new and helpful informa-
tion based on the recent solar energy expe-
riences of other communities in the state
is now available to the planning board;"

B That a moratorium "is not a legal
option, but that a repeal is a viable alterna-
tive providing time to redraft the current
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ordinance language."

B That revisions of the existing ordi-
nance must be consistent with the 2018
Tiverton Comprehensive Community Plan
update.

Similar issues next door

Neighboring towns, especially West-
port, are grappling with similar issues in
the face of an onslaught of solar farm
applications.

TOM’S MARKET

_Fresh Local Exceptional

PREPARED

SPEOIALTV

tomsmarket.com

pE——

Jumbo Chicken Tom's Famous
Parm Meatballs Fsi!h & Chips
$5.9 7.99.
Tom's S£99 Delicious
Pasta & Bean Soup.. 6 t  Roasted Sweet Pt)tatt:ls 99
%eli?n;sp Wedges .......cevueee 4%,
aked Penne
. $499  Jumbo Stuffed
with Sausage......... 4%, Veal Cutlets............. $6%99,
Pur?lbod Chick d For the Game!
ulled Chicken an BBQ Burnt
Rice BUMTt0S..ocv. "4 %cs.  Rib ENGS.errrrrree $499,
Fontina Infused %Fa"'ﬁ”éel|
ried Bologna
Risotto Cakes......... $2%%.. &Onions g ............ 5399,
Tom's Own Sliced Mediterranean
Chili Boules.......... $69%,, Style Pork Loin....... 3599,
WoW? -
Stuffed 4 .
Shells........ 10/*10

Tiverton pending solar projects
(As of 10-12-2018)

"All of these projects are considered
Major Land Developments; therefore,
each of them will require a) Master Plan
approval, b) Preliminary Plan approval,
and c) Final Plan approval by the Plan-
ning Board," said William Compton,
Tiverton Town Planner.

B 1) Wingover project (1519 Crandall
Road)

72 acres (35 usable); Master Plan
approved Sept. 11; R-80 zoned; Installa-
tion conditioned upon utility approval of
interconnection.

B 2) Fogland project (4366 Main Road)

19.12 acres (15.22 usable); Informal con-
cept plan presented October 2, 2018;
R-80 zoned

B 3) Brayton Road project (394 Brayton
Road); 101 acres; Informal concept plan
to be presented November 14, 2018;
R-80 zoned.

W 4) Stafford Road project (960 Stafford
Road); 62.5 acres; R-60 zoned; No
appearance dates set yet before planning
board.

In addition to the above four major land
development solar projects, according to
the town building and zoning office an
estimated 4-6 building permits are pulled
each month for roof-mounted solar dis-

plays.

Residents there have protested several
in particular that have proposed clear
cutting large swaths of woodlands in the
midst of residential and agricultural
areas. Drainage and the “industrial”
appearance of the farms are also issues.
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