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On the front lines 
Chris Herren’s groundbreaking program 
will train officers who handle opioid cases

EAST BAY LIFE

Heavy pressure for solar farms 
prompts concerns

BY  TO M  K I L L I N  DA LG L IS H
tdalglish@eastbaynewspapers.com

TIVERTON — At the town council's 
request, the planning board met Tues-
day night, October 7 (after this paper 
went to press) to consider a recommen-
dation about whether or not to impose a 
moratorium on solar development in 
town. Whatever the planning board 
decides to recommend Tuesday, the 
town council will have the final say on 
whether or not a moratorium is imposed.

Solar development proposals in Tiver-
ton have become numerous, and some-
times problematic as residents raise 
questions, and as the state moves ahead 
with a “model solar ordinance" for 
implementation by towns state-wide — 
one that could, at least in part, super-
sede Tiverton's own ordinance. 

"I am surprised at the level of interest 
in large solar projects," Mr. Hardy said in 
an interview Saturday. "I never imagined 
such a level of activity. Some of us are 
concerned about the effect of so many 
proposals on prime farmland. And we 
are concerned about the impact of large 
solar arrays on extremely important for-
ests, such as holly oak forests."

The talk about imposing a moratori-
um seems geared to letting things settle 
down, while a future course of action for 
the town is plotted out. Legal issues may 
be involved, especially if a proposal has 
received initial town approval. 

"A moratorium would not affect any 
project that has submitted an applica-
tion and the application has been certi-
fied by the administrative officer of the 
planning board," Mr. Hardy said.

Wingover Farm proposal
It's not an academic issue. Master plan 

approval was voted by the planning 
board on September 11, for the installa-
tion of an 11 megawatt installation —"by 
all accounts a large system," said the 
developer, Douglas DeSimone  — on 35 
acres of a 72 acre farm known as Wing-
over Farm in South Tiverton. It is the first 
solar farm to be given master plan 

Town eyes 
solar 

moratorium

See SOLAR Page 5

Epic journey

BY  B RUC E  BU R D E T T
bburdett@eastbaynewspapers.com

It might seem an exercise in futility for 
Lauren Miller-Donnelly and her volunteers 
from Mass. Audubon’s Allens Pond Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Westport.

This marks the 12th straight autumn 
they’ve been patrolling the south shore — 
Westport and Dartmouth west to Little 
Compton — in search of monarch butter-
flies to tag.

They’ve managed to tag around 200 per 
year, probably will do closer to 300 this 
year, yet not a single one of those tags has 
ever been retrieved.

“When that first one is recovered some-
day, that will be so amazing,” she said.

But, “really, I see it as a success one way 
or another. Doing this helps raise aware-
ness. So many people have been involved 
over the years and they spread the word 

Patient crew tags migrating monarchs with great care

With help from Lauren Miller-Donnelly of Allens Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, Joli Machado of Westport gently holds a monarchy butterfly for 
tagging.

A monarch butterfly feeds on nectar from goldenrod — fuel for the flight to come.
See BUTTERFLY Page 3
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TIVERTON — A graceful final touch 
capped completion of the Grinnell Beach 
improvements last Wednesday as the shade 
sail pavilion was fitted with high density 
polyethylene "sails" that will provide up to 
1,500 square feel of shade for the concrete 
pad installed at the beach.

The “shade sail pavilion” was designed 
not only for beach goers, but also as an 
enjoyable spot for people walking or biking 
along Main Road, said Patricia Hilton, who 
spearheaded the committee that found the 
funding for, and organized the effort to 
renovate Grinnell's Beach.

The pavilion is easily accessible to walk-
ers and bikers along Main Road, and to 
nearby Coastal Roasters. It  was also very 
important that it be handicapped accessi-
ble for anyone with restricted mobility, Ms. 
Hilton said. 

"The beach committee considered a 
stick-built wooden structure, but compar-
ing costs and especially it’s location, this 
polyethylene shade sail pavilion made 
much more sense," Ms. Hilton said.

Estimates on a similar sized wooden 
structure were two to three times the cost, 
and in terms of surviving a significant 
storm, there really was no comparison. You 
take down the sails and the posts can with-
stand significant wind and water. 

"The contract cost of the shade sails was 
$47,000, although the biggest part of the 
expense is what you don’t see, it’s under-
ground," Ms. Hilton said.

"The concrete footings for the posts are 
enormous, there’s about 260 cubic feet of 

cement underneath the slab that anchor 
the posts, and one thing the committee 
learned is that concrete is really expensive. 
The structure was funded with the grant 
money and private funds that the commit-
tee raised."

The idea for the beach renovation began 
with the original community outreach and 
design work done by the Rogers Williams 
Community Partnerships Center a few 
years ago, to convert the gas station site into 
a municipal park that tied in with Grinnell’s 
Beach, Ms. Hilton said. 

"The sails are commercial grade HDPE 
(High Density Polyethylene) fabric with UV 
additives," Ms. Hilton said. 

"The sail manufacturer is Apollo Sun-
guard, based in Sarasota, Florida. It took 
about two hours for the original installa-
tion, which was done by the contract 
installer," she said. "It takes a little longer 
the first time that they’re installed as the 
steel cabling system that holds them taught 
needs to be tensioned. Going forward it 
should take less than that to put them up 
and down."

"The fabric and the posts are extremely 
durable," she said. "The posts are hurricane 
rated to withstand wind speeds up to 160 
mph, the sails are rated to 90 mph. The 
posts come with a 20 year warranty and the 
sails, 15 years. They have been installed at 

state, local, and federal government facili-
ties, professional sports stadiums, military 
installations, and outdoor concert venues."

The sails will probably not remain up 
through the winter, "although they do just 
that in many other locations," Ms. Hilton 
said. 

"We put them up now because we need-
ed the contractor to do the initial installa-
tion and the cable-tensioning. Plus, we 
wanted everyone to have a chance to see 
what they looked like, " Ms. Hilton said.

"My guess is that the normal season for 
them will be May through October. Putting 
the sails away for the winter will only extend 
their life."

Grinnell's Beach gets a ‘sail pavilion’
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TOM’S MARKET
 Fresh. Local. Exceptional.Exceptional

 tomsmarket.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, 

Sun. 8am-6pm 

We accept manufacturer’s coupons!  Prices in effect Oct. 10th-Oct. 16th *Not Responsible for Typographic Errors. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

MEAT

Mile High
Spinach and 
Mushroom Lasagna $699

lb.
Fill up your roll!
Classic 
Pepper Steak ......... $899

lb.

Tom’s 
Baked Stuffed 
Potatoes ..................2/$5
Delicious 
Chicken Francaise . $799

lb.

Stuffed
Cabbage ............... $299

ea.

Parmesan 
Steak Fries ..............$499

lb.

Sundried Tomato Grilled 
Chicken Breast ....... $699

lb.

Boom Boom Salmon with 
Roasted Vidalia 
Onions ...............$1599

lb.
Grab n’ Go
Mac n’ Cheese 
Dinner .................. $499

ea.

Grilled General Tso 
Chicken .................$699

lb.

Pillsbury
Ready to Bake 

Cookies

2/$5

DAIRY/FROZENDELI SPECIALTY DEPT. SEAFOOD

Stuffi es for the Game!
Fresh 
Quahogs ..................99¢

lb.

Omega 3 Rich
Salmon Fillet .........$1099

lb. 

All Purpose, 2 lb. Bag
Yellow 
Cooking Onions .... 99¢

bg.

Greenhouse Grown!
Extra Large 
Tomatoes ...............$199

lb.

Package of 3, Fresh Crisp
Romaine Hearts ... $249

pkg

A Fall Favorire! 12 oz. Bag
Ocean Spray 
Cranberries .............2/$5
5 lb. Bag, All Purpose
White Potatoes .......$249

bg

Decorate or Bake! RI Grown
Sugar Pumpkins ..... 99¢

lb.
Large Hass
Avocados ................. 2/$3
12 oz. Bag Fresh, Snipped
Green Beans ..........$299

bg.
12 oz. Bottles
Marie’s 
Salad Dressing ...... $399

ea.
52 oz. 
Bolthouse Farms 
Carrot Juice .............. $599

WOW!

Rhode Island Grown!
Extra Fancy

Macoun Apples
$1.49lb.

Fall is in the air! 
Time to start Cooking!
1 lb. Baby Carrots
or Bunch Celery

99¢
ea.

Family Pack
Boneless 
Pork Chops…...$279

lb.

4 Pack
Jello Pudding 

or Gelatins

2/$4
Fresh, Locally Caught

Swordfi sh
$10.99lb.

PRODUCE

Tom’s Delicious
Red or White 
Clam Chowder $699

qt.

Boar’s Head
Buffalo Chicken 
Breast .................... $699

lb.
Citterio
Hot or Sweet Capicola $599

lb.

Boar’s Head
Maple 
Honey Ham ........... $799

lb.

Wunderbar
German Bologna ... $299

lb.

Delicious Mother Goose
Liverwurst ............. $499

lb.
All Varieties, 
Boar’s Head
Hummus ............. $299

cont.

Tom’s Own 
Glazed 

Carving Ham
$4.99lb.

Legacy All Natural
Turkey Breast

$6.99lb.

Hillview Pre-Sliced
American 
Cheese.....…$299

lb.

Locally Made!
Fresh Sweet 
Apple Cider ...........$299

1/2 Gal.

99
WOW!

Delicious
Smashed Turnip 

and Carrots
$4.99lb.

16 oz.
Halo Top Ice Cream................$399

Bourbon Glazed 
Pork Chops with 

Peaches
$5.99lb.

WOW!

BAKERY

12 Pk
Assorted Donuts .........$399

Fresh Baked
Pumkin Pie .............. $499

ea.

Muffi n of the Week

Old Fashioned 
Corn .............. $399

4 pk

Pumpkin Spice 
French Twirls
$2.994 pk.

SPECIALTY

8.5 oz.
Lucini
Vinaigrettes............…..$499

WOW!

26 oz. 
Simply Asia

Broths

2/$6

FISHDELI

PREPARED

Lobster & Scallop
Stuffed Sole
$799

lb.

WOW!

Red or White $699
WOW!

DAIRY/FROZEN

2-3 lb. Avg. USDA
Beef 

Tenderloin
$8.99lb. 

USDA Choice
Top Round 
Oven Roast
$3.99lb.

USDA
American Loin 
Lamb Chops ........$1299

lb.
Al Fresco
All Natural 
Chicken Sausage ....$399

pkg.
It’s Still Grillin’ Time!
T-Bone or Porter House 
Steak ..........................$899

lb.

USDA Grade A
Chicken Tenderloins .$259

lb.

Tom’s Famous
Bracciole .................$499

lb.

A Real Treat!
Baby Beef Liver .......$299

lb.

Ball Park
All Beef Franks ......$399

pkg.

Soup Time!
Marrow Filled 
Soup Bones .............$199

lb.

Cooked Perfect, 24-26 oz.
Meatballs ..................$699

.
USDA Choice
Cube Steak or 
Stir Fry .....................$399

lb.

WOW!

16 oz. Domino
Light or Dark 

Brown or 
Confectioners 

Sugar

5/$5 

13-14 oz. 
Captain Crunch 

Cereal

2/$4
Pepperidge Farms 
Italian Bread ...........2/$5
Nature Valley or Fiber One
Granola 
Bars................................2/$5
5 lb.
Gold Medal 
Flour ...........................2/$5
4 lb.
Domino 
Sugar ........................2/$4
1-2 oz.
McCormick Extracts ... $399

Excludes 2 oz. Vanilla

10 Pack, Capri Sun
Drink Pouches ..........2/$6
14.5-24 oz.
Barilla Pasta Sauce ...2/$5
28-29 oz.
Hunts Canned 
Tomatoes .................2/$3
12 oz.
No Yolks Noodles ......$189

.
Excludes Multi Grain
Near East 
Rice Mixes ................3/$5

Pepperidge Farms 
Farmhouse Breads…...2/$52/$5

WOW!

GROCERY

52-59 oz.
Tropicana 
Orange Juice ...........2/$7
16 oz.
Cabot
Butter Quarters ..........$399

64 oz.
Silk Milk ..................2/$6

48 oz.
Hood 
Ice Cream ................. $299

Green Giant 
Box Veggies ............4/$5
Celentano
Meatballs ................. $299

8-14 oz. 
Simply Asia 

Noodles

2/$5
9.2-14.6 oz.
Cascadian Farms 
Cereal ....................... $499

25.5 oz.
Lucini Organic
Pasta Sauce ................$799

7 oz.
Alessi Farro ............... $259

1.4 oz.
Kind Bars ................. $169

2.5 oz.
Crockery 
Gourmet Mixes .......2/$3
5 oz.
Superseedz .............. $399

Bourbon Glazed 
WOW!

Tom’s Own 
WOW!

WOW! 

NEW!

WOW!

WOW!

tomsmarket.com
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TOM’S MARKET
 Fresh. Local. Exceptional.Exceptional

 tomsmarket.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, 

Sun. 8am-6pm 

We accept manufacturer’s coupons!  Prices in effect April 4 - April 10 *Not Responsible for Typographic Errors. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

MEAT GROCERY PRODUCE

USDA Grade A
Boneless
Chicken Thighs ...... $199

lb.

Fire Up the Grill!
Boneless 
Pork Spare Ribs .....$299

lb.

USDA Choice
New York
Sirloin Steak ........... .$599

lb.
Tom’s Tuscan Style
Marinated
Chicken Breast ...... $399

lb.

Central Falls
Kielbasa ................ $399

lb.

USDA
Center Cut
Pork Chops ............ $249

lb.

All Varieties
Al Fresco
Chicken Sausage .$399

pkg.

Tom’s Famous
Rubbed
Pork Steaks ............ $299

lb.
USDA Grade A, Boneless
Chicken Tenders ..... $259

lb.

Tom’s Sesame &
Teriyaki Marinated
Chicken Tenders .... $399

lb.

PREPARED FOODS

Dill and Chive
Potato Salad ..........$499

lb.

Flatbread Pizzas .... $599
ea.

Jumbo Steak, Rice
and Bean Burrito ...$699

lb.

London Broil with
Chimichurri ...........$899

lb.

Pulled
BBQ Pork ............... $899

lb.

Roasted Caulifl ower,
Barley and
Chick Pea Salad  .... $499

lb.

Roasted Salmon
with Summer
Corn Relish ...........$1595

lb.

Shrimp
Pad Thai .................$699

lb.

Stuffed
Cabbage ................$299

ea.

Sundried Tomato
Chicken Cutlets .....$699

lb.

Natural Valley Granola
or Fiber One Bars .....2/$5
La Choy
Chow Mein Noodles 4/$5
10 oz. 
La Choy Sweet & Sour
or Duck Sauce  .........2/$3
10 oz. 
La Choy Soy or
Teriyaki Sauce
(excludes Lite) ..............2/$3
6 oz.
Hytop Pitted Olives .4/$5

15 oz.
Wishbone
Salad Dressing  .......2/$5
12 oz
Hytop 
Honey Bear ..............$299

Renuzit
Adjustable Solid 10/$10
Quaker Large
Rice Cakes ............... 2/$4
Pepperidge Farms
Swirl Breads .............$299

Campbell’s 
Chicken Noodle
or Tomato Soup

10/$10

24 oz.
Hunt’s

Pasta Sauce

10/$10

8.9 oz.
General Mills
Original Cheerios .... 4/$10

DAIRY/FROZENDELI

Krakus
Imported 

Ham
$6.99lb.

Citterio
Genoa Salami ........ $599

lb.
Legacy 
All Natural
Turkey Breast ......... $799

lb.
Tom’s Own. Rare & Juicy
Roast Beef ............. $799

lb.

Land O Lakes
4-Cheese 
Italian Blend ......... $599

lb. 

Citterio, Hot or Sweet
Capicola ................ $699

lb.
Kretschmar
Bacon Crusted
Turkey Breast ......... $799

lb.

4-6 oz.
Yoplait Yogurt

10/$6
Hungry Man 

Dinners

2/$6

64 oz.
Silk Milk .....................2/$6

Gallon
Hood 1% Milk .......... $329

16 oz.
Hood 1/2 & 1/2 ........ $119

12 oz.
Celentano 
Meatballs ................2/$5

25 oz.
Rosetto’s Ravioli ....... $429

Pints
Halo Top 
Ice Cream ................. $399

TGI Fridays
Frozen Apps .............2/$5

GOURMET/SPECIALTY

13 oz.
Bonne Maman

Preserves
$3.99

New! St. Pierre 
Brioche Slider Rolls $599

pkg.

5.5 oz. 
Food Should
Taste Good Chips .... 2/$6
7 oz. 
Alessi
Farro Mixes ............... $259

Alessi
Bread Sticks.............2/$3

Skinny Pop
Microwave Popcorn .. $469

Wasa 
Crisp Bread ............ 2/$5
All Varieties
Stonefi re 
Naan Bread .............. $299

Fresh Baked
Classic Ciabatta
$299

ea.

BAKERY

Fresh, Baked
Apple Cinnamon 
Muffi ns ............... $399

4 pk.

All Varieties!
Stonefi re
Naan Bread ..........$299

pkg.

SEAFOOD

Bake, Broil or Fry
Fresh Sea Scallop
Chunks .................... $995

lb.
Fresh
Steelhead 
Trout Fillet ................$995

lb.

Fresh Baked
Strawberry
Rhubarb Pie
$3.99ea.

Boar’s Head
Monterey or 
Pepper Jack Cheese $599

lb.

Chicken Parmesan
Meatballs

$5.99lb. 

Fresh, Wild Caught
Monkfi sh

$9.95lb.

WOW! $5WOW!

Dijon Pork
Milanese

$5.99lb. 

Fire Up the Grill!
5 Count
Jumbo Shrimp 
Kabobs ............ $899

ea.

WOW!
Sweet Potato, Lentil 
and Quinoa Salad ... $499

lb.

WOW!

Extra Fancy
LaRouge
Red Peppers .......... $199

lb.

Fresh Express, 12 oz. Bag
Iceberg Garden
Salad Mix ............ 2bags/

$3
Organic Item of the Week!
Bag of 3
Lemons or Limes ..$299 

bag
Extra Fancy
Granny Smith
Apples ................... $149

 lb.

Fresh, Southern
Green or Yellow
Squash .................. $169

lb.

Sweet, Plump, 6 oz. Pkg.
Blueberries ..........$299

pkg.

Fresh, Healthy
Brussel Sprouts ..... $199

lb.

Fresh, Southern, Pkg. of 3
Butter & Sugar
Sweet Corn ...........$249

pkg.

It’s Baseball Season!! 12 oz. Bag
Red Sox or 
Yankees Peanuts .. $199

bag

14 oz. Pkg.
Nasoya Tofu ......... 2pkgs/

$5

Fresh, Vitamin Rich
Broccoli Crowns .. $149$149

WOW!

Large, Ripe
Plum Tomatoes

99¢
lb..

Sweet, Seedless
Minneola
Tangelos

99¢
lb.

Sweet, SeedlessWOW!

Certifi ed Angus Beef
Ground Round.......$399

lb.

Boar’s Head
Cracked Peppermill

Turkey
$8.99lb.

17 oz.
Colavita

Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil

$8.99

Ground Round.......$399WOW!

WOW!WOW!

 ............ $WOW!

Certifi ed Angus Beef
Top Round

London Broil
$3.99lb. 

New! Quick and Easy
Pork Cube Steaks

$2.99lb. 

Boar’s Head
Save $3.00 lb.

DELIDELI

Fresh Baked
WOW!

 .............. 2

Large, Ripe
WOW!
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WOW!WOW!

 ............ $WOW!

Certifi ed Angus Beef
Top Round

London Broil
$3.99lb. 

New! Quick and Easy
Pork Cube Steaks

$2.99lb. 

Boar’s Head
Save $3.00 lb.

DELIDELI

Fresh Baked
WOW!

 .............. 2

Large, Ripe
WOW!

WARREN
137 Child Street, Warren, RI 
401-289-2852
Mon-Sat 8-8 • Sun 8-7

TIVERTON
492 Main Road, Tiverton, RI

401-816-0862
Mon-Sat 8-8 • Sun 8-7

Shade sails 
unfurled and 
mounted over 
Grinnell's 
Beach, cap-
ping renova-
tion efforts.

RICHARD W. DIONNE JR.
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that these beautiful butterflies are strug-
gling throughout their range.

They are indeed in trouble for lots of rea-
sons — herbicides that kill their vital energy 
snacks (golden rod, clover …), loss of the 
milkweed plant which is the only plant on 
which they lay eggs, bad weather, habitat 
loss … the list goes on.

This fall, their tagging trips have met with 
an encouraging sight — monarchs in abun-
dance flitting about the flowers and even 
filling the short trees while resting in places 
like Gooseberry Neck. Some were actually 
born nearby on milkweed plants. Others 
come from points east and north  Mattapoi-
sett, New Hampshire, Vermont …

Mid-summer heat which may have 
pushed the season forward a bit, and a gen-
eral lack of violent storms may have played 
a part in it, “but whatever the reason it’s 
quite a sight.

There are simple reasons that monarchs 
like to pause here on their epic journey 
south to Mexico and Central America, Ms. 
Miller Donnelly said.

“They love to fly over land and they hate 
flying over water.”

And in Westport and Little Compton, 
their journey is abruptly interrupted by an 
ocean that they could not hope to cross.

“They get out to places like Gooseberry, 
Sakonnet Point and they pile up, trying to 
figure out where to go next.”

But in the meantime, these are good 
places to ponder such matters.

“We’ve got the open fields, they pause 
awhile, realize that heading due south is not 
an option, then meander over to Little 
Compton.”

There they encounter the Sakonnet River 
— “No way around that one so they have to 
fly across, hopefully when the weather is 
good, to get to Sachuest Point”  in Middle-
town and on to the west and south.

The fragile creatures have a monumental 
trip ahead of them and they are hardly 
speedsters, Ms. Miller Donnelly said.

They must make frequent flower pit stops 
for energy — this sometimes requires side 
trips to hunt flowers down.

And they won’t fly at night like many of 
the migrating birds. 

Tagging with care
Before monarchs can be tagged they must 

first be netted — if the butterflies are 
focused on flowers they can be easy to 
catch.

Still, the trick is to catch them with a 
downward swoop of the net when they are 
on a flower, distracted and drinking nectar  
— “You don’t want to just flail away at them 
in the air. 

Helping the researchers is the fact that 
monarchs have more robust wings than 
most butterflies, but it is still easy to dam-
age a wing, leg or antenna.

They then carefully grasp the monarch by 
the body and keep the wings folded togeth-
er to prevent flapping as they remove it 
from the net.

“Then comes the trickiest part,” attaching 
the tiny white tag to the center cell of the 
right hind wing.

You develop a method, Ms. Miller-Don-
nelly said. She favors using a fingernail to 
pry the sticker-like tag from its backing and 
then pressing the tag against the wing.

The tags are virtually weightless and don’t 
impede the monarchs’ ability to fly at all, 
she said.

On each sticker is a code — three letters, 
three numbers. And instructions ask any-
one who finds the butterfly and tag to con-

tact 1-888-tagging or email the information 
to tag@ku.edu

That gets the information to the Univer-
sity of Kansas Monarch Watch, an organiza-
tion dedicated to learning about and pro-
tecting the butterflies — monarchwatch.
org

Putting the tags in the same place makes 
it easier for researchers in Texas, Mexico 
and other places to spot the little white 
dots. They then record the information, and 
send them on their way.

“The data from these recaptures are used 
to determine the pathways taken by migrat-
ing monarchs, the influence of weather on 
the migration, the survival rate of the mon-
archs, etc,” says Monarch Watch. The more 

that is learned about them, the better the 
chances of helping their survival.

Many perils await the butterflies as they 
head south, Ms. Miller-Donnelly said. They 
can be driven off course by storms — really 
big storms can devastate a migration. And 
they need constant refueling from favorite 
fall flowers like goldenrod and butterfly 
bush.

She said some of those setting off hatched 
a month or more ago; others may only have 
hatched within the past day or two.

Because it is devoted to monarch butter-
flies, Monarch Watch is also a defender of 
milkweed, the only plant on which mon-
arch caterpillars can survive. 

“Monarch butterfly populations are 
declining due to loss of habitat,” says Chip 
Taylor, director of Monarch Watch. “To 
assure a future for monarchs, conservation 
and restoration of milkweeds needs to 
become a national priority.” The group even 
gives milkweed plants away to those who 
can put it to good use.

Ms. Miller-Donnelly said monarchs are 
doing better in the Westport, Little Comp-
ton, Dartmouth area in part because large 
areas of open land have been preserved and 
are lightly used — frequent mowing also 
cuts down milkweed.

Planting milkweed is one way to help, she 
said, but is most effective when large patch-
es can be created (the butterflies are much 
less likely to discover individual plants),

“For people with normal size yards, prob-
ably the best way they can help is to provide 
the flowers butterflies like,” she said, “espe-
cially those flowers that bloom in late sum-
mer and early fall.”
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BUTTERFLY: Team hopes to track long distance flyers
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Sound off on gun laws, 
immigration, abortion  

rights and more

BY  JI M  M C G AW
jmcgaw@eastbaynewspapers.com

PORTSMOUTH — Candidates for the 
Senate District 11 seat sounded off on every-
thing from the line-item veto to immigration 
legislation during a forum hosted by the 
League of Women Voters of Newport County 
Thursday night at Town Hall.

The forum featured the incumbent, Sen. 
James Seveney (D) and his challenger, Steph-
anie Calise (R). The district encompasses 
parts of Portsmouth, Tiverton and Bristol.

The two candidates running for House 
District 72, Rep. Kenneth Mendonça and 
Terri Cortvriend, also participated in the 
forum.

League member Adrienne Haylor served 
as moderator and asked the candidates a 
series of questions, including their single 
most important legislative proposal to ben-
efit their district.

Ms. Calise said she would work toward 
enacting the office of state inspector general. 
“I feel this (position), which is independent 
of government, has the authority to detect 
waste and fraud to protect every taxpayer. 
We’re not getting a return on our investment 
for taxes,” she said.

Sen. Seveney said his top priority remains 
the same: to establish a consistent funding 
stream for substance abuse prevention 
statewide and in local communities. “Nearly 
all the money we spend on prevention … 
comes from federal grants,” he said. “There’s 
money out there to be had; all we have to do 

is fix the law to get that stream in place.”

Gun laws
On whether he was satisfied with Rhode 

Island’s current gun laws, Sen. Seveney said 
he was not, but that there have been some 
positive changes made in the legislature.

“I am a gun safety/sensible gun ownership 
proponent. I was the Senate sponsor of a 
ban on bump stocks,” said Sen. Seveney. “I 
understand very clearly what high-powered 

weapons and high-volume fire can do, which 
we’ve all seen.”

Ms. Calise said the weapon itself is not the 
problem. “I don’t support legislation that 
circumvents people’s constitutional rights,” 
she said. 

She referred to the so-called “Red Flag” bill 
as a possible “witch hunt.” Signed into law 
by Gov. Gina Raimondo earlier this year 
along with the ban on bump stocks, it allows 
a judge to order firearms removed from 
people if police provide evidence the owners 
are a danger to themselves or others.

“Without due process, that person could 
essentially be considered guilty before he or 
she has the chance to prove otherwise,” Ms. 
Calise said.

Abortion rights
Asked for her stance on the Reproductive 

Health Care Act that would codify the pro-
tections of Roe v. Wade into state law, Ms. 
Calise said while she supports the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision, she has some 
problems with the local bill. 

“I don’t believe a lot of what’s been said 
about this legislation,” she said. “I don’t … 
agree with partial-birth abortions. I would 
never want my child to cross over the state 
border to have an abortion without me not 
knowing what’s going on.”

Sen. Seveney labeled himself pro-choice. 
“It’s a privacy issue and a fundamental free-
dom that a woman has the right to decide 

what to do with her body — period,” he 
said, adding that partial-birth abortions “is 
not part of the discussion” and that the 
local bill doesn’t expand on Roe v. Wade.

Immigration legislation
On whether Rhode Island needs addi-

tional legislation regarding immigration, 
Sen. Seveney said he supported a bill allow-
ing Rhode Island Dreamers with current or 
past DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) status to apply for and receive 
driver’s licenses regardless of what happens 
at the federal level. Other than that, he said 
no additional legislation is necessary.

Ms. Calise said illegal immigration is a 
state problem that needs to be dealt with. 
“It’s a drain on the state and it’s the onus of 
the Rhode Island taxpayer,” she said.

General agreement
Both candidates generally supported a 

constitutional amendment allowing the 
governor to veto individual line items in the 
annual state budget, as well as proposed 
legislation to allow in-person early voting, 
and a more independent review of redis-
tricting which the state takes up in two 
years. Candidates said the early voting bill 
would go far in improving voter turnout. 

Ms. Calise, however, said she wanted to 
see more details before throwing her full 
support behind the bill. 

“Too early is too early,” said Ms. Calise. 

District 11 candidates share platforms at League forum

All programs subject to cancellation or changes without notice.
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Fridays, 11AM-4PM – Evergreen Lobby10/12 * L&G COUNTRY CRAFTS Unique gifts, designer-inspired jewelry & custom home décor.

10/12  JACKIE’S CRAFTS Keepsake greeting cards, and microwave oven pads. CASH ONLY

10/12 *TODAY’S 
TREASURES & BEYOND Breathtaking custom-made cross stitch and crochet items for all ages.

10/19 DESIGNS BY ROSEMARIE Authentic Italian handmade silk necklaces & scarves. CASH ONLY

10/26 DELFINA KNITS! Fashionable and cozy, hats, scarves and sweaters. CASH ONLY.

10/26 * AVON Quality skin care products, beautiful gifts, stylish jewelry & more! 

W E   S E R V I C E   W O R K M A N ’ S   C O M P   P A T I E N T S

UPCOMING
O N E  EV ER G R EEN  D R I V E  •  E A S T  PR OV I D EN C E ,  R I

EvergreenHouseHealthCenter.com
Short /Long Term & Outpatient Services • 7 Days • Physical • Occupational • Speech & Respiratory Therapies • Wound Care • In-House Physician

Enjoy “Living Well with PD” discussions by local experts, socialize with other 
PD families & more!

Light refreshments served.
— Reservations Please —

October 30, 10-11AM

RI Health Department Inspection 2018

2018

 

       TOURS DAILY

Monthly
The Last Thursday

October 25, 11am-Noon
Older active adults are invited to join our own “Crafting Queen” Carolyn for an hour of crafts, laughs and 
more! All materials provided.

— Reservations please —

FREE

*CASH & CREDIT ACCEPTED

Bereavement SUPPORT GROUP

— Sponsored by —

Light refreshments served — Reservations Suggested — 

— FALL MEETINGS —
A (6) Week Series Starting:Oct. 29 & every Monday 

through Dec. 3

For just $10 CASH get up to (3) items professionallyappraised by:

Saturday, October 209:00AM-NOON — Evergreen Lobby

Not responsible for any damaged or lost items. For entertainment purposes only.

 

THURSDAY, NOV. 15, 6-9PMENTERTAINMENT BY: 2ND TO NONE BAND!ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY – $10 CASH
RIVIERA RESTAURANT580 NORTH BROADWAY, EAST PROVIDENCE

— NO RESERVED SEATING —

Join us monthly as MTTI 
representatives present 
FREE easy-to-understand 
workshops about the latest in 
wireless technology & how to 
maximize your communication 
capabilities. PLUS learn some 
expert tips, tricks & more! 
Limited seating, reservations 
required.

TECH
TUESDAYTuesday, October 30, 2-3PM

H  FREE  H 
Elder Law Breakfast
Thursday, October 18, 9-10AM

Learn from the best!
Renowned attorney 

Joe Proietta 
will present “411 Elder Law”

A workshop where your long term care legal questions get answered.
— Reservations please —

Walk in Thursday, November 1 10:00AM-2:00PM

FREE SENIORCONSUMER PROTECTIONBREAKFAST
The RI Attorney 
General’s office 
will be on hand 
to discuss how to 
protect yourself 
from identity theft, 
scams, medical fraud, abuse & more.

Thursday, November 9, 9-10AM

— Reservations please —
Julie Fox
Director Of Business 
Development

“The numbers don’t lie, 
I get RESULTS with 

                 The EP Post!”

LOCAL PRINT 
ADVERTISING…
IT WORKS!

Barrington Times • Bristol Phoenix • The East Providence Post • Portsmouth Times
Sakonnet Times • Warren Times-Gazette • Westport Shorelines

For Advertising Information call 401-424-9140
or email mhayes@eastbaynewspapers.com

PHOTOS BY RICHARD W. DIONNE, JR.

Sen. James Seveney (second from right) answers a question posed during the League of Women Voters of Newport County’s legislative 
candidates’ forum Thursday night. His challenger for the District 11 State Senate seat, Stephanie Calise, is at right. At left are Rep. Ken-
neth Mendonça (House District 72) and his opponent, Terri Cortvriend, who also participated in the forum.
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approval since the town's solar ordi-
nance was adopted last March.

The magnitude of the Wingover pro-
posal is reflected in some of the propos-
al's details. It will consist of perhaps 
34,000 fixed panels, it will run 1,300 feet 
along Crandall Road, it will exist in a a 
residential area zoned R-80, 20 acres of 
trees will be removed, the applicant is 
building a 10,000 gallon cistern to aug-
ment neighborhood fire suppression.

"Like many of the people I have spoken 
to over the past few weeks, I had a sunny, 
naive idea about green energy and how it 
will be taking shape in the future," Julie 
Munafo said, in a written statement 
requesting a moratorium on solar devel-
opment that she read to the town council 
on September 24, about two weeks after 
the Wingover master plan approval.

Ms. Munafo spoke from very personal 
experience. 

An artist now living in Jamestown, she 
grew up on Wingover Farm, on which her 
mother still lives. She knows from child-
hood its rolling open fields that can be 
seen to the west as one drives along 
south Crandall Road, and its stone wall 
and woods at the back past the family's 
18th century Ruben Hart farmhouse, and 
the small pond that lies even further 
beyond.

"Because this is all so new, few of us 
have ever seen what a solar farm actually 
looks like," she said. "When I first saw 
the facility proposed for Wingover Farm I 
was absolutely shocked, not only by how 
massive it was, but by the way every 
unique and defining trait had been wiped 
off this beautiful historic farm."

"Calling it a solar farm is misleading," 
Ms Munafo said, "and doesn't represent 
that these facilities are actually factories 
that manufacture electricity at the scale 
of a utility grade power plant, something 
that does not belong in a residential 
neighborhood."

The call for aa moratorium comes 
scarcely seven months after Tiverton's 
solar ordinance went into effect last 
March. At that time what was then the 
new Tiverton solar ordinance was greet-
ed positively. It generated interest locally 
in solar development. 

"Several developers of solar ground 
arrays have approached the planning 
department to express their interest," 
said Planning Board Chairman Stu Hardy 
when the ordinance was in its final stag-
es of approval. 

The only "definitive plan,"  said Mr. 
Hardy, at the time last March when the 
ordinance was adopted locally, was a 
medium-sized (an estimated half a foot-
ball field in size) ground-mounted array 
at Ferolbink Farm. 

But the Ferolbink proposal has since 
been put on a back burner in favor of a 
more modest proposal.

Meanwhile, in the past seven months 
at least four large solar power proposals 
have been placed before the planning 
board, Mr Hardy said, and a fifth for Lake 
Road was presented to the town council 
by developers last spring, who've never 
been heard from since their first pitch to 
the council.

In addition to the Wingover proposal, 
the others Mr. Hardy identified are:

n Brayton Road Proposal. A ground-
mounted solar project in the area of 350-
394 Brayton Road, sited on two lots, 
approximately 101.7 acres on Brayton 
Road (see photo above).

n Fogland Solar proposal. A project 
referred to as Fogland Solar, part of a 
larger subdivision, with 80 feet of front-
age on Main Road, a single lot of 19.12 
acres to be in solar or approximately 
836,352 square feet (662,900 usable). 
After the useful life of the solar installa-
tion, say the developers (Kevin and Deb-
orah Sanford), and the removal of the 
panels, the land would be donated to the 
Nature Conservancy and permanently 
restricted for open space and conserva-
tion.

n Stafford Road proposal. Sited on the 
east side of Stafford Road at the intersec-
tion with Old Stafford Road, the proposal 
"just came in the door," Mr. Hardy said. 
He did not know the exact acreage, but 
s a i d  " i t ' s  l a r g e . "                                                                                                                                          
                                                               

The solar proposals now before the 
council and planning board didn't exact-
ly come out of the blue.

Several years ago two energy compa-

nies made public presentations to the 
town council to locate ground-mounted 
installations at the town's industrial 
park, but never followed through with 
specific proposals after making their 
pitches. A third company did the same. 
All three moved on and haven't been 
heard from again publicly.

A ground-mounted solar installation at 
Ferolbink Farm was briefly considered 
earlier this year, but was abandoned in 
favor of a proposal for a more modest 
roof-mounted display.

Then, on March 12, 2018 the Town 
Council unanimously adopted a com-
prehensive solar ordinance, that has 
guided an array of proposals that have 
been made in town.

According to the town building and 
zoning office, an estimated 4-6 building 
permits are pulled each month for roof-
mounted solar displays,
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SOLAR: Some say town should re-think solar rules
From Page 1

An estimated 101.7 acres (over two lots) in the area of 350-394 Brayton Road is proposed to host ground-mounted solar panels. The 
areas is zoned R-80 and is just north of the area that had been previously proposed for a motocross track. 


